Opal Cliffs Children’s Center
December 2018 Newsletter
Theme of the Month:
JP: Dinosaurs!
PS: Weather

PARENTCORNER

* Please remember to drive slowly in the parking lot! There are lots of
kiddos and community members around.
* A reminder that the front doors are only to be opened and coded by
parents! We don’t want any children to get hurt by our heavy doors!
* Also please exit with your child for safety-when they leave first it may be
unsafe.
* A reminder that half day pickup is at 12:30! Late fees may apply after
that time!
* It’s important to leave toys from home at home!
* The temperature is changing so please remember to have a variety of
extra clothes and shoes.
* Label all clothing as we have so many matching items. We will begin to
label unlabeled jackets to help out.
* We do go outside on rainy days so if you have rain gear please bring it! If
you have any outgrown rain boots or rain coats you would like to donate,
please do!

TK Corner
* We will provide care starting at 12:00 on any half day release schedule.
* Please check the TK bulletin board often, it has important upcoming info on
it!
* If you need care for winter break, YOU MUST PRE-SIGN UP and it is a
first come, first served program. Care will be at Soquel . Please see Melissa
or Chandra for info.
* Remember to pick up your blue statements attached to your bulletin board!

Dates to Note:
Opal Closures:
* December 24-1/1
for winter break
* January 21st Martin Luther King
Jr
____________________
*Please make sure
we have current
contact info!
* In case of an
emergency
evacuation, we
would relocate to
the community
center!

Junior Preschool
Miss Carly and Miss Jackie
We had so much fun in November learning about fall and how the leaves change colors. We
loved pretending that we were on a farm and talking about our favorite animals and even
dressing up like farmers in overalls and hats! We got new toy tractors in our room and loved
working on our pretend farms that we set up. We loved exploring pumpkins. We talked
about the different parts of a pumpkin and had so much fun baking and eating the seeds that
we found inside for a tasty snack!
Our glow stick dance parties were so much fun!
Dino December is coming to the junior preschool room! We can’t wait to discover and
explore this prehistoric world!

Miss Jessica & Miss Michaela
During November we learned about pumpkins, fall and all about the leaves that we Bind around us
this season. We opened pumpkins and explored the inside. We pulled out the gooey insides, found
and toasted the seeds and then got to eat them- Yum! We also discovered the farm and learned so
much about the animals that live there. The dramatic play area became a pumpkin patch! We
played with pumpkins, baked delicious pies and made all sorts of fun stuff in our play kitchen. We
really like to cook! Some of our favorite activities in November were painting with cars, making
collages and putting together farm puzzles.
December will be known as Dino December! We will delve into the world of dinosaurs and explore
the past.

Preschool
Miss Chrissy’s Barn Owls
For the first couple of weeks in November we worked on getting to know each other and I introduced myself as their
new teacher. Then we delved into learning about fall and autumn. We talked about the weather, holidays, and activities
we do during the fall. We learned about the the animals who live on a farm, what makes a farm and who works on the
farm. The kids loved the art activities, making and creating their own piggies out of clay and making their own barn.
They really loved anything that was hands on! I brought my pet lizard in and the kids loved it! I love that the children
now know me and I am excited to be their teacher!
December will bring a Winter Wonderland to the preschool room. We will learn about the weather, animals, holidays,
etc.
.

Miss Crystal’s Night Hawks
In November we talked about the farm, farmers and farm animals. We learned about different animals that live on the
farm and what their jobs are. We loved learning about all kinds of tractors! The kids enjoyed making tractors of their
own using construction paper and they also had fun making muddy pigs with brown paint. We are excited about the
upcoming holidays. We have made a few decorations for our classroom tree. Come check it out!
During December we will be talking about the different winter holidays, make Christmas trees, talk about winter
animals along with discussing the season changing.

Miss Charlene’s Eagles
We learned about patterns, what they are and how to make them. We have been working on learning how to write our
names and we talked a lot about farm life. We discussed animals and what they eat, what farmers do and how animals
help on the farm. We loved cooking with Carla as we made pumpkin cinnamon rolls!
In December we will be talking about winter! We’ll talk about what animals are around during the winter, how they live
and what they eat. We will also discover what activities take place in the winter and learn about the changes in the
weather.

Miss Vanessa’s Peregrine Falcons

In November we talked all about the farm. Some new words that we learned this month were silo,
combine tractor, hay roll and hay bales. We worked on our balancing skills as we held a “chicken” on
a spoon while we walked on a line. We sorted piggy tails onto the correct color pig and built our
own working farm! We loved milking a cow like a dairy farmer! We also sheered a sheep and made
pictures with the wool. Some things that we started working on were meal time practices; using
serving spoons, passing food and talking with our friends at the table. A way to extend this at home
would be to have your child serve one part of dinner onto their own plate.
In December we will work on all things winter! The animals that hibernate in winter, what
weather we see and the winter traditions that we have in our families.

Miss Melissa’s TK er’s

In November the TKer’s really enjoyed their journal time. They would spend 30 minutes on them just drawing
and being fully focused on their idea. Since the children have been so focused on drawing I have gotten
diﬀerent sized, color and styles of pens. We are all so excited because we have yoga mats now. The TKer’s
love to do our workouts and love attempting to make each exercise more challenging. Next month we will do
more 3D art and fun outdoor activities.

